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The TUMRA tent (with artist Jo 
Butler’s designed) is used for 
workshops and events. 
 
The Port Curtis Coral Coast 
Traditional Owner 
Steering committee is: Dean Sarra, 
Dianne Van Zoggel, Colin Johnson, 
Mervyn Johnson, 
Kerry Blackman, Lurleen Blackman, 
Michael Cook, Matthew Cooke.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The first Steering Committee 
meeting to implement 
The PCCC TUMRA was held on the 
12th May, 2012. 
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DID YOU KNOW: 
The Gooreng Gooreng, Gurang, 
Tarebilang Bunda and Bailai 
people’s Sea Country area covers 
26,386.130 square kilometres.  

it is larger than Kakadu National 
Park and is bigger than the other 4 
TUMRA’S with GBRMPA. 
 
LMACS: 
Local Marine Advisory Committees 
The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
Authority (GBRMPA) is advised on 
management issues about the Marine 
Park at a local level by voluntary 
community-based committees called Local 
Marine Advisory Committees (LMACs). 
Established in 1999, LMACs enable local 
communities to have effective input into 
managing the Great Barrier Reef Marine 
Park and provide a community forum for 
interest groups, government and the 
community to discuss issues around 
marine resources. 

 
The purpose of LMACs is to: 

¶ Improve the involvement and 
support of local communities in 
the management, the ecologically, 
socially and economically 
sustainable use, and the 
conservation of the Great Barrier 
Reef World Heritage Area (World 
Heritage Area). 

 

¶ Advise the GBRMPA and other 
World Heritage Area Agencies on 
issues and policies relating to 
specific activities, conservation, 
environment, public information 
and public education concerning 
their local catchment, marine and 
coastal region. 

¶ Facilitate communication between 
user groups in the local 
community. 

¶ Promote the exchange of 
information about, and raise 
awareness of, issues impacting on 
the Great Barrier Reef ecosystem 
between communities, the 
GBRMPA and other Great Barrier 
Reef World Heritage Area 
agencies. 

 

¶ This helps the GBRMPA and other 
management agencies to keep in 
touch with marine and coastal 
issues at a local level and 
understand the use of the Marine 
Park. LMACs provide both an 
advisory and a communication role 
between the community and the 
GBRMPA. 

 
How to become involved? 
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Participants at LMAC meetings include 
LMAC members, GBRMPA, management 
partners, presenters and observers. 
Stakeholders interested in presenting to, 
or observing an LMAC meeting should 
contact the relevant LMAC Chair (refer to 
LMAC webpages on this site for contact 
details). 
Stakeholders who are interested in 
becoming a member, should contact the 
LMAC Coordinator 
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 
LMAC Coordinator 
PO Box 1379 
TOWNSVILLE QLD 4810 
Ph: (07) 4750 0700 
Fax: (07) 4772 6093 
Email: lmac@gbrmpa.gov.au 
 

Before dredging began, an Advisory 

Panel of independent experts was 

established to develop and implement an 

Ecosystem Research and Monitoring 

Program (ERMP) to provide oversight 

for the ERMP Projects to increase the 

understanding of the marine ecological 

environment through improved 

research, monitoring and management 

of the area. 

Ecosystem Research & Monitoring 

Program 

The objective of the Ecosystem 

Research and Monitoring Program 

(ERMP) is designed to provide high 

level information on the health of Port 

Curtis and Port Alma ecosystems and 

observe and provide advice on any 

potential impacts caused by the 

dredging program and practices.  

The information will be used by the 

Western Basin Dredging and Disposal 

Project and government regulators to 

monitor, manage and improve the marine 

environment and to offset any impacts on 

listed threatened and migratory species and 

the values of the Great Barrier Reef World 

Heritage Area. 

The ERMP is developed and implemented 

by an independent panel of marine 

experts. 

What does the ERMP do? 

The expert panel monitors actual and 

potential impacts on the environment 

arising from all project activities to 

examine the short, medium and long-term 

impacts. 

The ERMP funds research projects, which 

will run from the when the dredging 

started in 2011 to at least 2020 to examine 

the short, medium and long-term impacts 

on a range of marine megafauna and plant 

life including: 

¶ Turtles 

¶ Inshore dolphins 

¶ Dugongs 

¶ Migratory shorebirds 

¶ Mangroves 

¶ Seagrass 

¶ Corals and associated benthos 

Who are the experts on the Ecosystem 

Research and Monitoring Program 

Advisory Panel? 

The ERMP Advisory Panel is made up of 

independent marine experts and scientists: 

mailto:lmac@gbrmpa.gov.au
mailto:lmac@gbrmpa.gov.au
http://www.westernbasinportdevelopment.com.au/ermp
http://www.westernbasinportdevelopment.com.au/ermp
http://www.westernbasinportdevelopment.com.au/ermpap
http://www.westernbasinportdevelopment.com.au/ermpap
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¶ Professor Marnie Campbell from 

Central Queensland University is 

the Chair and specialises in 

environmental management 

¶ Dr Col Limpus from the 

Queensland Government 

Department for Environment and 

Resource Management specialises 

in marine reptiles including turtles 

¶ Dr Norm Duke from James Cook 

University specialises in tropical 

marine ecology, tidal wetlands and 

mangroves 

¶ Professor Helene Marsh from 

James Cook University specialises 

in dugongs and inshore dolphins 

¶ Professor Peter Harrison from 

Southern Cross University 

specialises in inshore dolphins, reef 

systems and coastal wetlands 

¶ Dr Richard Fuller from the 

University of Queensland 

specialises in migratory shorebirds 

The ERMP Advisory Panel reports to 

the Commonwealth Government 

Department of Sustainability, 

Environment, Water, Population and 

Communities (SEWPaC). Gladstone 

Ports Corporation observes the meeting 

but does not sit on the panel. 

For more information about the program 

and what the advisory panel do, download 

the Terms of Reference for the ERMP. 

GPC facilitate the Port Curtis/Port Alma 
Ecosystem Research and Monitoring program 
which also has LNG funding support as GPC 
charge them for use of the Port-Please note 

the current funding amount by GPC for 
2012/13 program is $7.0mil. We don't want to 

sit at the table of ERMP as an after thought 

we want due recognition by GPC not just as 
T/O's but them funding our TUMRA. 

 EPRM has been set up by GPC as part of the 
compliance by the Federal Govt in 

undertaking the LNG industry in the 
Gladstone Harbour and GPC has to meet 

those compliances set down by the Minister 
for the Environment. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/notices/gladstone.html
http://www.westernbasinportdevelopment.com.au/media/pdf/ERMP%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf
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Sea Country Boundary Map  

This is the largest TUMRA area in 
Queensland along the Great Barrier  

Marine Park (1 of the 8 wonders of the  

World) 
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BACKGROUND INFO ON 
¢¦aw!Ω{Υ  
In December 2008, the Australian 
Government committed $10 
million over five years towards the 
Caring for Our Country Reef Rescue 
Indigenous Land and Sea Country 
Partnerships Program.    The 
program is delivered by the Great 
Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 
(GBRMPA).    A key objective of the 
program is to expand the 
Traditional Use of Marine 
Resources Agreement (TUMRA) 
Program across the reef catchment.    
All funding to support TUMRA 
implementation at this time comes 
from this Reef Rescue source. 
 
HOW WILL AN APPLICATION FOR 
TUMRA IMPLEMENTATION 
FUNDING BE ASSESSSED: 
 
V    physical and minor 

equipment sought, already 
held or accessible by the 
Traditional Owner groups to 
support TUMRA 
implementation 

V    explicit identification of the 
in-kind support required 
from the GBRMPA for the  

V  

 
 
 
 
V Traditional Owner groups to 

implement their TUMRA 
V history of utilisation and 

reporting of previous TUMRA 
implementation funding 
from the GBRMPA or other 
sources (if applicable) 

V    current funding for TUMRA 
and other sea country 
management 
implementation obtained by 
the 

V   Traditional Owner group 
from other sources. 

IS FUNDING FOR THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF TUMRAS 
GUARANTEED TO CONTINUE: 
 
No, the Australian Government 
committed $10 million over five 
years towards the Caring for Our 
Country Reef Rescue Indigenous 
Land and Sea Country Partnerships 
Program in 2008.    Traditional 
Owner groups who are successful 
in obtaining TUMRA 
implementation funding should 
utilise funding in a manner that 
does not assume additional funding 
will be forthcoming in years 
subsequent to receipt of funding, 
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nor after the completion of the 
Caring for Our Country Reef Rescue 
Indigenous Land and Sea Country 
Partnerships Program.     
Traditional Owner groups are 
therefore encouraged to plan and 
seek funding to support TUMRA 
implementation from all available 
sources. 
 
The amount of TUMRA 
implementation funding available 
will vary each year and not all 
applications for funding to 
implement TUMRAs may be 
successful.   It is recognised that 
each Traditional Owner group will 
operate under different 
environments and circumstances to 
implement a TUMRA and as a 
result of this the amount of funding 
provided for successful individual 
TUMRA implementation projects 
will also vary.    Funding to support 
implementation of accredited 
TUMRAs is not automatic. 
As a general guideline the GBRMPA 
will consider provision of funding 
of up to $50,000 for Traditional 
Owner groups to implement a 
TUMRA based on an assessment of 
their TUMRA implementation 
project proposal and project 
budget against the criteria detailed 
above.   This figure should not be 

considered a standard figure for 
TUMRA implementation but more 
a maximum amount for a large and 
complex TUMRA for which a 
substantial proposal with a 
detailed and substantiated project 
budget will be required. 
 
In exceptional circumstances and 
depending on funding availability 
from the Caring for Our Country 
Reef Rescue Indigenous Land and 
Sea Country Partnerships Program, 
the GBRMPA may, at its discretion, 
assess a TUMRA implementation 
application and approve funding 
that exceeds the $50,000 maximum 
general funding cap. 
 
WHAT ARE THE OTHER TUMRAS IN 
PLACE: 
 
In December 2005, the Girringun 
Region TUMRA was the first to be 
accredited by the Australian and 
Queensland State Governments.   It 
was developed by the six Girringun 
sea country groups: Djiru, Gulnay, 
Girramay, Bandjin, Warragamay 
and Nywaigi.   The TUMRA applies 
to sea country between 
Rollingstone and Mission Beach. 
On 22 June 2007 the Dharumbal 
TUMRA-Woppaburra Section was 
accredited.  It recognises that the 
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Woppaburra Traditional Owners, 
the GBRMPA and the Queensland 
Government are willing to work 
together and share responsibility 
for managing the traditional use of 
marine resources and associated 
sea country issues for the Keppel 
Islands region. 
 
June 2008 saw the accreditation of 
two further TUMRAs, developed by 
the Mamu Traditional Owners and 
the Wuthathi Traditional Owners. 
 

PORT CURTIS CORAL 

COAST REGION TUMRA 

 
 
KEY POINTS THE STEERING 
COMMITTEE HAS TO IMPLEMENT: 
 

¶ Develop a Hunting Authorisation 
System incorporating relevant 
tribal protocols 

¶ Develop a Hunting Monitoring 
System as agreed with the 
GBRMPA and QPWS 

¶ Provide regular and timely reports 
to the GBRMPA and QPWS on 

approved Hunting Authorisations 
issued and the results of such 
Authorisations. 

¶ Engage a Consultant to undertake 
monitoring and mapping on things 
like the Sea Grass around 
Gladstone due to the dredging of 
the harbor and Industry 
development. Map fish traps, 
miden sites!  

¶ Investigate the usage of 
Traditional Language Names for 
Sites in the TUMRA Region.   

¶ Investigate water quality issues or 
programs within the Gladstone 
Port Area 

¶ Monitoring and reporting of 
issues that may cause injury or 
result in mortality of turtles, 
dugongs and dolphins in and 
around the Gladstone area. 

¶ Local Marine Advisory 
Committees meeting 

¶ Participation in Community 
and/or other Industry Advisory 
Committees. 

¶ The LNG plant is being 
developed on the World 
Heritage Listed Curtis Island  

¶ located 400m from the Marine 
Park 

¶ The Gladstone Harbour 
development and dredging is 
having a profound effect on our 
Marine food resources. 

¶ There will be a 10 fold increase 
in shipping on our Sea Country. 

¶ All of the above activity on our 
Sea Country has to have 
ongoing monitoring in the 
following areas: 
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o   Climate change; 

¶ Post natural disasters; 

¶ Monitoring of water quality 

¶  Environmental damage or 
issues caused by the 
abovementioned issues 

¶ This is a major point of 
discussion. 

WORKING WITH DERM &  
GBRMPA: 
¶ Provide advice and guidance to 

the GBRMPA and the DERM on 
any cooperative management 
initiatives in the TUMRA Region; 
and  

 

¶ Work with the GBRMPA and the 
DERM to identify species 
management initiatives for 
species other than the green 
turtle and dugong. 

 

¶ the Steering Committee provides 
advice and guidance to the 
GBRMPA and the DERM in 
relation to any significant marine 
management matters in the 
TUMRA Region (e.g. climate 
change effects, oil spill events, or 
significant damage from weather 
events such as a cyclone in the 
TUMRA Region) 

 

THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW 
ABOUT THE PCCC TRADITIONAL 
OWNER HUNTING PERMIT-
PROTOCOL. 

 

PCCC Regional TUMRA 
Why Permits? 

 
1. Allows TOs to control their own 

sea country 

2. Contributes to Scientific 

Knowledge 

3. Contributes to stronger 

relationships with GBRMPA and 

DERM 

4. Demonstration of TO Leadership 

5. Demonstration of TO Management 

6. Elder's Decree 

7. Ensures harvest is done in the 

appropriate Manner 

8. Ensures harvest meets Elder's 

expectations 

9. Ensures no-go areas are made 

known to hunters (i.e. Mon Repos) 

10. Ensures PCCC Culture is observed 

11. Ensures Sustainability of Species 

12. Harvest is done in a manageable 

way 

13. Information on Registers can be 

used to scuttle negative media 

14. Permits do not override or negate 

Native Title rights  

15. Prevents non-TO's accessing 

without permission 

16. Prevents unsanctioned hunting for 

reasons other than culture 

17. Working with Management 

Agencies 

18. Takes environmental factors into 

account including seasonality 

19. Prevents confusion on who’s who 
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20. Defines areas where hunting can 

or cannot happen 

21. Shows respect for TOs and their 

country, culture and protocols 

Rockhampton workshop: 

The PCCC TUMRA was invited to attend and 

contribute to the Great Barrier Reef Marine 

Park Authority's Strategic Assessment: Values 

and Impacts workshop, which was held in 

Rockhampton Tuesday September 25.  

The Australian and Queensland 
Governmentsare working together to 
undertake a comprehensive Strategic 
Assessment of the Great Barrier Reef World 
Heritage Area and the adjacent coastal zone. 
The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 
(GBRMPA) will lead the marine component of 
the Strategic Assessment, which will look at 
the arrangements in place to manage and 
protect the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
and World Heritage Area. 
 Indigenous stakeholders were asked to be 
part of the consultation linked to the Strategic 
Assessment of the Great Barrier Reef World 
Heritage Area.  
This is an important process which will help 
toshape the future management of the Great 
Barrier Reef World Heritage Area. You can find 
more information at this 
link:  http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/outlook-for-
the-reef/strategic-assessmentThe workshop 
involved: 
The questions that were asked at the 
workshop: 
 What is important to you when you think 

about the Great Barrier Reef (GBR) and sea 

country?  

We will refer to these important things as 
"values". 

-  What do you think might cause 

impacts or problems to these values? 

- What do you want the GBR to look 

like in 25 years? 

- There was also some time spent 

during the day asking for input 

towards the development of a 

Heritage strategy. 

A follow up workshop will be held in 
December 2012 to review the strategic 
assessment. 
As part of the Strategic Assessment process 
the GBRMPA’s management effectiveness will 
be reviewed by independent consultants. 

 

Townsville Workshop: 

Colin Johnson, Lurleen Blackman, Cherissma 
Blackman and Myself (Nat Minniecon). 

¶ The first day consisted of a visit to the 
largest reproduction of a Reef in the 
Southern Hemisphere, The Great 
Barrier Reef aquarium in Townsville. 

¶ This visit gave an insight into the 
ecosystems and marine environment 
for all marine life on the reef.  The 
revegetation of Sea Grass and Coral 
was highly of a world class standard 
both environmentally and 
scientifically.  The fresh water marine 
life standard of care within the facility 
was one which definitely should be 
replicated on our Country.  A 
significant highlight was the vetenary 
and scientific care of the Salt Water 
Turtles.  The holding tanks which 
treated and rehabilitated these 
Milbi’s (Turtles) should definitely be 
considered under our TUMRA.  The 
aquarium is one which I envision be a 
working progress for our Traditional 
Owner Group. 

 

http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/about-the-reef/heritage/great-barrier-reef-world-heritage-area
http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/about-the-reef/heritage/great-barrier-reef-world-heritage-area
http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/outlook-for-the-reef/strategic-assessment
http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/outlook-for-the-reef/strategic-assessment
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¶ Day two (2) and three (3) was the 
workshop content which gave an 
outlook of Other Traditional Groups 
along the Coastal region/s of the 
Great Barrier Reef. 

 
Colin Johnson, Cherissma Blackman and 
myself gave an overview of the PCCC TUMRA, 
the implementation and special mention was 
made for local artist Joe Butler who designed 
the PCCC TUMRA Logo.  The other Traditional 
Owner groups have strategies which we 
should adhere and broaden our scope on the 
management of Coastal and Sea Country.  At 
the end of this session the Traditional Owners 
had an in camera session and looked at 
methods of networking and building 
partnerships with sharing of information with 
recommendations being put up to GMRMPA. 

 

¶ The Third day was compliance and 
environmental projects currently 
being undertaken from GBRMPA.  All 
was interesting and informative. 

¶ On the Fourth Day most of the 
participants in the Workshop had 
departed, However, we had another 
in camera session of Traditional 
Owners and put a visual tape together 
for the notice of the Chairperson of 
GBRMPA. 

Two areas of importance that the 

future Cultural heritage projects will 

be looking at; 

Contribute to the Protection of cultural 
and heritage values held in relation to 
the Marine Park by Traditional Owners 
by the following: 

¶ Engage a Consultant to 
undertake monitoring and 
mapping on things like the Sea 
Grass around Gladstone due 

to the dredging of the harbor 
and Industry development. 
Map fish traps, miden sites!  

¶ Investigate the usage of 
Traditional Language Names 
for Sites in the TUMRA 
Region.   

¶ Investigate water quality 
issues or programs within the 
Gladstone Port Area 

¶ (To Undertake this work we 
have contracted a Marine 
Biologist).  

¶ A world expert talking on the 

environmental issues around 

the damage to the Mangrove 

Eco System.  

OTHER PROJECTS UNDERWAY: 

Description of Interpretative Materials 
used to communicate information about 
the TUMRA: 
Develop Public Information Signs about 

the TUMRA (e.g. Boat Ramp signs) We 

have now completed the signage to be 

erected. 

Any PCCC Traditional Owner interested in 

these issues can attend! Just contact the 

Gidarjil Office and ask for the Project 

Coordinator  Aletha on 41 30 77 00. 
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Painting workshops at the 
Immersion Weekend at Wyper Park 

 
 
 

 
 
 


